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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 2019 AT ST MICHAEL’S 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings in our Lord’s wonderful Name. My sense is that, for those who have been able to 
join the Lent Course this year, this has been a special time of walking in Jesus’ footsteps 
through Lent and Holy Week. 
 
Speaking of Holy Week, I want to again record our grateful thanks to all those who have 
worked so hard to ensure the smooth running of our services at this time. I have mentioned 
them at the Passover Supper and on the evening of Holy Wednesday. That said, the work 
continues of course until after the second service on Easter day. Please know our sincere 
thanks for the time, effort and caring ministry that you have exercised in supporting the 
programme of our parish through this time. 
 

Maundy Thursday Evening Eucharist: 19h30 
 
This service recalls the Last Supper which Jesus shared with his disciples – a poignant time of 
the celebration of the Jewish Passover Festival. At this time, as we well know, Jesus took a 
towel and washed the feet of the disciples. In this service this act of humility and love will be re-
enacted – we will this year be washing not hands, but feet. One of the main reasons for this is 
not that our feet get dirty as in Jesus’ time (wearing open shoes on dusty roads) but that this 
action is humbling, for both the person washing feet, as also those receiving this ministry. 
 
Do come along and join us for this special time. At the end of the service, Psalm 22 is recited, 
during which the moveable furnishings and altar linen are removed from the sanctuary. This 
helps to create a barren sanctuary in preparation for our observance of the Lord’s Passion on 
the Cross. 
 
After the service concludes, you are invited to keep a time of silent vigil in the church – we will 
have some candlelight and electric lights, at the back of the church, provided during the Vigil. 
The Vigil will close at 22h00 - some material for reading will also be provided. 
 

Good Friday 3 Hour Devotion: 12h00-15h00 
 

It is recognised that holding a three hour devotion has not been the practice for our parish in 
the past. For a number of reasons, it has been decided to hold a Three-hour Devotion this 
year. There will be a variety of approaches to the worship in this Devotion – the themes of each 
hour are as follows: 
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 First Hour – The Vulnerability of Jesus 

 The Passion of Jesus (including unveiling of the Cross and invitation to kneel at the 
Cross) 

 The death of Jesus (including the Liturgical Dance). 
 

Please note that you do not have to remain in the service for the full three hours – If you 
wish to remain for an hour or two, we ask that you enter or leave the service during the singing 
of a hymn. In the third hour of the Devotion a Liturgical Dance will take place, forming part of 
our worship. 
 
Again, we invite you to come along and be part of this moving service – as Christians we move 
to the Cross and on to an empty tomb, acclaiming that Christ risen, He is risen indeed!! 
 

Easter Morning 
 
06h00 – The service of Light and Easter Vigil – this is a wonderful service and, to my mind, one 
of the most beautiful services in the Christian calendar. It begins with the church in darkness, 
reminiscent of the tomb of Christ and his burial, prior to the resurrection. A small fire is lit, 
blessed and the Paschal Candle ignited from it. The candle has ‘the grains of incense’ inserted, 
recalling the wounds of Christ, after which the cross and the current year is traced (Prayer 
Book pgs. 203-204). The cross is then carried into the church with great solemnity – candles of 
the congregation are lit and by the time the Cross is in its stand at the Altar the church is 
illuminated – a hymn of praise called the Exultet is then chanted (Prayer book pgs. 204-207). 
 
Readings then follow, tracing the salvation history of our Lord – following the sermon we are 
invited to renew our baptismal promises - this recalls the practice in the ancient church of 
holding baptisms and re-admitting the apostates to Holy Communion (those who had rejected 
Christ, often through pressure, or from Roman persecution and wished to turn back to Him) 
very early on Easter morning during the all-night vigil. 
 
09h00 – This service includes three baptisms – a great joy to welcome these people into full 
membership of our church – may our Lord bless gloriously in this service too, as we will affirm 
our faith in the risen Lord. 
 
The Sundays of the season of Easter call to mind the resurrection appearances of our Lord, all 
of which were a time of both amazement, perhaps also of awe and encouragement to the 
disciples. 
 
I wish you a blessed and truly life giving experience of Easter this year. 
Yours in our risen Lord, 
Revd David 
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